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Freeing the Will – Research Conference Details 
In February 2017, the Center for Contextual Studies is offering a research conference around the 
theme of the “will”.  We are embarking on a collaborative effort to better understand the culture 
and the formative forces that provide the context for the developing child.  The students ARE 
different in their thinking, social behaviors, and habits.  Perhaps we can begin to learn what they 
need so that their wills can grow strong. 
 
Observations:  We are proposing that participants prepare for the conference by taking time to 
observe students in classrooms and learning situations with other teachers.  This individual 
observation work will provide the foundation for going more deeply into questions around how to 
help students “actively, inwardly engage” in their learning.    The observations can be tailored to 
your individual teaching situation.  You might observe another class’s main lesson or students 
working in a craft class, for instance.  It is possible to observe a very different age group, and 
even to observe more than one age group.   Jon’s essay “Observing, Part 1” which is available on 
the website may be helpful in guiding your study. 
 
Location:  Summerfield Waldorf School, 655 Willowside Road, Santa Rosa, CA.  
 
Dates:  February 18-21, 2017 
 
Schedule:  On Saturday evening we will begin with registration at 6:30 p.m. in Sophia Hall 
followed by Eurythmy and an opening presentation at 7:00.   On both Sunday and Monday, we 
begin at 8:30 a.m., with Eurythmy and three to four active working sessions, which will fill the 
entire day through dinner until 6:30.  Meals are included, and the evening sessions are optional.  
On Sunday evening, Florian and Jon will host an evening session on the inner life of the teacher.   
We will begin again at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday and conclude by 12:30 p.m. The working sessions fit 
together as a whole; our efforts together will be more meaningful if everyone attends the entire 
workshop.   
 
Food:  Snacks each morning, as well as lunch and dinner are included as part of the conference 
fee.  The morning coffee break with snack will be at 10:30, so plan to have breakfast before you 
arrive. We can accommodate most dietary restrictions, please check with us. 
 
Housing:  AirBnB is a good source locally, but the inexpensive rooms fill fast – so make your 
housing arrangements early!  There are two hotels that are conveniently located in Sebastopol: 
the Sebastopol Inn (800) 653-1082 and the Fairfield Inn & Suites (866) 460-7456.  A bit further 
away in Santa Rosa are: Hotel La Rose (707)579-3200 and the Hilton Gard Inn Sonoma 
County Airport (707)545-0444. Again, the least expensive rooms in these hotels ($109-$150) 
book far in advance.  You will need access to a car to get to campus from most housing options. 
If you would like to share housing with another participant, contact Beth at baw@sonic.net, and 
she will connect you with other participants.    


